2JO                      DE   LESSEPS
the Court in the previous trial was heard by the Court
of Cassation the plea was allowed that there had been
a technical flaw in the legal process initiating the
action, The prescribed time limit in such cases had
passed, though this had not been allowed by the pre-
siding judge at the trial. Accordingly, the sentences
were quashed and all the defendants, not held on any
other count, were ordered to be set at liberty,
This meant that Ferdinand de Lesseps was a free
man, though Charles had to serve the one year's im-
prisonment to which he had been sentenced at the
bribery trial,
The stigma and the dishonour remained, dishonour
which overshadowed not only the lives of the principals
and their families, but all France, The X-rays of truth
had had to pierce through flesh and bone to reveal the
cancerous growth in the depths of the body politic.
Only pain and suffering, as the sharp knife of justice
cut away the evil, could restore health and peace,